[Indicators of nonspecific immunity in patients with hereditary hemochromatosis].
Parameters of nonspecific defence--complement protein function, circulating immune complex level, neutrophil phagocytic activity, completeness of the phagocytic reaction, C3c level, were evaluated in 162 carriers of hemochromatosis gene (114 homozygotes and 48 heterozygotes with respect to hereditary hemochromatosis) aged from 7 to 64 years. The analysis of the results obtained has permitted a conclusion that the suppression of the complement system function, according to the classic or alternative type, is associated with the disease pathogenesis--hyperferremia, and is caused by the damage of the immunocompetent organs and cells synthesizing individual proteins of the complement, as well as by infectious complications leading to hypocomplementemia with respect to separate components.